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Key Messages – largely “stolen” from CIEH

1. We are key to implementing  the SDGs

2. We have a particular role to deliver certain SDGs and targets 
towards achieving SDG 3 Health and Well-Being for All at All Ages

3. To implement we need to strengthen our E.H. System in certain 
areas including political backing and resources 



CIEH video 1min 40 secs

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NkZS_NEZj-
Q#:~:text=Our%20Vice%20President%2C%20Dr%20Stephen,of%20th
e%20sustainable%20development%20goals%22

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NkZS_NEZj-Q#:~:text=Our%20Vice%20President%2C%20Dr%20Stephen,of%20the%20sustainable%20development%20goals%22


CIEH Video – key points

• “We are key to implementing the SDGs”

• What  Goals and Targets of the SDGs are most relevant to us?

• Stephen Battersby referred to that with the right political backing and 
resources we can help make progress towards the achievement of the 
SDGs. 

• Is this Env. Health System Strengthening? 



Some relevant SDGs we are key to achieving

• SDG 3 – Good Health and Well-Being for All

• SDG 6 – Clean Water and Sanitation

• SDG 7 – Affordable and Clean Energy





The SDGs 

•SDG 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote 
wellbeing for all at all ages (13 targets)

• 3.2 by 2030 end preventable deaths of newborns and under-five children

• 3.3 by 2030 end the epidemics of AIDS, TB, Malaria and Neglected Tropical Diseases and combat hepatitis, 
water-borne diseases and other communicable diseases

• 3.4 by 2030 reduce by one third premature mortality from Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) through 
prevention and treatment, and promote mental well being.



SDG 3 - Health

• 3.5 Strengthen the prevention and treatment of substance abuse, including narcotic drug abuse 
and harmful use of alcohol

• 3.9 By 2030 substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from hazardous chemicals and air, 
water, and soil pollution and contamination

• 3a  Strengthen implementation of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in all countries as 
appropriate. 

• 3d  Strengthen the capacity of all countries, in particular developing countries, for early warning, 
risk reduction and management of national and global health risks



The SDGs

•SDG 6: Ensure availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation for all (8 
targets in total)

• 6.1 by 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all

• 6.2 by 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all, and end 
open defecation,….

• 6.3 by 2030 improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping…



The SDGs

•SDG 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern energy for all (5 targets)

• 7.1 By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern energy services

• 7.2 By 2030, increase substantially the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix



“Building Blocks” of an EH System!

1/Good Health Services are those which deliver effective, safe, quality 
interventions with minimum waste of resources

2/ A well-performing workforce (ie there are sufficient staff, fairly 
distributed, they are competent, responsive and productive

3/ A well-functioning health information system



“Building Blocks”

4/ A well-functioning health system ensures equitable cost-effective 
access to essential medical products, vaccines and technologies

5/ A good health financing system raises adequate funds for health, in 
ways that ensure people can use needed services, and are protected.

6/ Leadership and governance that is accountable and ensures strategic 
policy frameworks exist. 



THANK YOU

Please connect on LinkedIn

roche.niall@gmail.com

mailto:roche.niall@gmail.com


Presented by Dominic Foley – Environmental Health Officer, Dublin Port and Climate Reality Leader  



Taken from: https://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/pages/goal11

https://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/pages/goal11


https://npf.ie/wp-content/uploads/Project-Ireland-2040-NPF.pdf

 Environmental and Sustainability Goals

 Resource Efficiency and Transition to a 

Low Carbon Economy

 Creating a Clean Environment for a 

Healthy Society

 Governance and Oversight 

 The Planning System

 Environmental Assessment

 Integrating Environmental 

Considerations into the Planning 

System 

 Coastal Environment and Planning For 

Climate Change

 Integrated Land and Maritime Planning

 Healthy Communities and Housing 

https://npf.ie/wp-content/uploads/Project-Ireland-2040-NPF.pdf




Targets 2030: 

• 50% improvement in energy efficiency 

• 50% reduction in absolute energy-related GHG’s 

• All buildings must have B Building Energy Rating (BER) 

• Carbon Neutral by 2050

3 x Regional Energy Bureau’s; East, West & South

• Funded in Partnership with SEAI since 2018

• Fund HSE Energy Officer Nationwide (13)

• Establish Green Teams in Acute Hospitals (60%)

• Energy Efficiency Supports i.e. Training etc.

• Fund HSE Estates Energy Efficiency Works:

• 2020 - €4m = 91 Projects = payback <3 yrs

• 2021 - €5.8m i.e. Lighting/Insulation projects etc. 

• New Regional HSE Estates Sustainability

Officers (to Support Acute Green Teams)

Taken from HSE Climate Action & Sustainability Office: 

https://globalhealth.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/LATEST-CASO-Helen-Maher-

Draft-Pres-for-IGHN-IDE-Nov-18th.pdf

https://globalhealth.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/LATEST-CASO-Helen-Maher-Draft-Pres-for-IGHN-IDE-Nov-18th.pdf




Taken from: https://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/pages/goal12

https://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/pages/goal12


 New Regional HSE Estates Sustainability

 Officers

 Reduce the % of municipal waste sent to 

landfill -10% by 2035

 Reduce food waste 50% by 2030

 Recycle 70% of packaging waste and 55% of 

plastic packaging by 55%



Goal 13: 

Take urgent action to combat climate 

change and its impacts





 Target : 13.1 Strengthen resilience and adaptive 
capacity to climate-related hazards and natural 
disasters in all countries

 Indicator: 13.1.1 Number of deaths, missing 
persons and directly affected persons attributed to 
disasters

 Target : 13.1 Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity 
to climate-related hazards and natural disasters in all 
countries

 Target : 13.2 Integrate climate change measures into 
national policies, strategies and planning

 Indicator: 13.2.1 Number of countries that have 
communicated the establishment or operationalization 
of an integrated policy/strategy/plan which increases 
their ability to adapt to the adverse impacts of climate 
change, and foster climate resilience and low greenhouse 
gas emissions development in a manner that does not 
threaten food production (including a national adaptation 
plan, nationally determined contribution, national 
communication, biennial update report or other)

 Target : 13.3 Improve education, awareness-raising and 
human and institutional capacity on climate change 
mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early 
warning



Taken from: https://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/pages/goal13

https://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/pages/goal13




Taken from: Climate Change Advisory Council Annual Review 2022

https://www.climatecouncil.ie/media/climatechangeadvisorycouncil/contentassets/publications/CCAC-ANNUAL-REVIEW-2022.pdf

https://www.climatecouncil.ie/media/climatechangeadvisorycouncil/contentassets/publications/CCAC-ANNUAL-REVIEW-2022.pdf


Image courtesy of George Luber, CDC.

Injury Prevention and Environmental Health. 3rd edition.

Chapter 8 - Health Risks and Costs of Climate Variability and Change

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK525226/
Image courtesy of Dr. Ina Kelly,  Department of 

public Health, HSE.

https://www.lenus.ie/bitstream/handle/10147/6

22551/PHMEHG+PP+Climate+Change+Mitiga

tion+in+Ireland.pdf?sequence=1

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK525226/
https://www.lenus.ie/bitstream/handle/10147/622551/PHMEHG+PP+Climate+Change+Mitigation+in+Ireland.pdf?sequence=1
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ROADMAP – CLIMATE 
ACTION 

EVIDENCE OF HEALTH 
IMPACTS 
INTERNATIONALLY
- Direct Impacts

- Ecosystem Mediated 

Impacts 

- Institutional Mediated 

Impacts (i.e. via economic 

and social disruption)

- Direct Impacts 

- Vector-borne and other  

infectious diseases 

- Institutional Mediated

- Collaboration with multi-

agencies such as HPSC, EPA, 

County Councils etc 

- Adaptation and mitigation 

strategies for health 



The Lancet Countdown on Health and 

Climate Change 2021

https://www.thelancet.com/action/showPdf?pii=

S0140-6736%2821%2901787-6

Ireland's UN SDGs - Goal 13 Climate Action 

2021

https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/

ep/p-sdg13/irelandsunsdgs-

goal13climateaction2021/strategy/

Health Impacts of Climate Change and the 

Health Benefits of

Climate Change Action: A Review of the 

Literature 2019

https://assets.gov.ie/38323/8d78596ef0224d9a

87eb83052ec2cbf7.pdf

Climate Change Advisory Council Annual 

Review 2022

https://www.climatecouncil.ie/media/climatecha

ngeadvisorycouncil/contentassets/publications/

CCAC-ANNUAL-REVIEW-2022.pdf

https://www.thelancet.com/action/showPdf?pii=S0140-6736%2821%2901787-6
https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-sdg13/irelandsunsdgs-goal13climateaction2021/strategy/
https://assets.gov.ie/38323/8d78596ef0224d9a87eb83052ec2cbf7.pdf
https://www.climatecouncil.ie/media/climatechangeadvisorycouncil/contentassets/publications/CCAC-ANNUAL-REVIEW-2022.pdf

